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White House to Put Limits 
on Army’s Secret Spy Unit 


By ROBERT C. TOTE, Times Staff Writer e 
' thyéqnatter,- ‘putitisanderstood that he intends to pursug 


WASHINGTON—The White 
House, moving to close a gap in 
control over U.S. intelligence activ- 
ities, is about to impose operating 
guidelines on a secret, 2-year-old 
Army intelligence-gathering unit 


that the Army’s inspector general | 


Says was monitored “insufficiently 
closely” for the first year of its life. 

Called Intelligence Support Ac- 
tivity, the Army unit has conducted 
operations in places such as Nicara- 
gua and E) Salwador, Africa and 
-Southeast Asia. It has worked for 
almost a year without a legally 
required presidential finding that 
such an organization is necessary 10 
navonal security. 

The intelligence unit's operations. 
coupled with questions about 
whether the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has been col- 
lecting intelligence on Americans, 
have raised doubts about how close- 


ly the nation’s various intelli-. 


gence-gathering organizations are | 


being supervised. 


In particular, the inteliigen ce unit 


affair is raising questicns abeut 
whether Director of Centra! Inteili- 
gence William J. Casey“has been 
minding the swore -clasely enough 
over the last two vears. 

The little-known federal mzn- 
agement agency, which js responsi- 
bie for conducting the government's 
civil security program against ter- 
rorism, sabotage and other. civil 
disorders, is not officially part of the 
U.S. intelligence community -and 
thus is not under Casey's jurisdic- 
tion, but Sen. Waiter D. Huddleston 

. (D-Ky.) has questioned whether it 
may have engaged .in -domesuc 
spying. 

Louis O. Giuffrida, who heads thay 
agency, flatly denied that it has 
ever conducted such illegal onpera- 
ons. Huddleston refused 1o-discuss 


‘ thé anit screationfromtthe start. 


600430047-7 


it further. 7 aE ~s 
qqhese issues have: emergedagainst the background o 
wadespread ‘concerns 4in--Congress~ -that the Centra 
intelligence .Agency’s covert operations in support 
Nivaraguan: ‘nsurgentsiare skirting the law-and that th¢ 
an-uAtministrationsis~blurring. the ‘line- separating 
the ClA-and the FBI on: -counterintelligence activities i 
the United States. .Vi Siheves. A ee= 
Casey = throught ta: agpokesman; ssrefuned- 0. answer 
qpéstions aboutthe Army's Intelligence Support Activ-. 
itytonit, inclating-onesabout ‘whether he was aware. of 
‘Administration “officials said that Edeey directed the 
Aftiny agency4o‘undertake at least two of the 10 covert 
missions the anit -Has-undertaken to date.-But it remains 


. untlear when he™ savas: personally: told «about “the 


fdtmation of “the Activity,” as the unit ig known to some 
of those whohave’been associated with it. 
_Aspieced te together: fromsdistussions with various U.S. 


caches bas nee on 


map tea inate : Sas 


. government officials, the Intelligence Support Activity 
“was created inthe wake of the abortive Iranian hostage 
‘Teseve attempt in April, 1980. Miliary officers,particu- 
<darly in the Army, considered the Cla's support efforts 
“10 have been inadequate. ye eS 
’ Some CLA agents in Iran at the time were Iranian 
exiles sent back to gather intelligence. One complaint by 
“military officers was that one of those agents could not 
drive a jeep into'Tehran to-check out the occupied U.S. 
‘Embassy.and nearby helicopterlanding areas. 

But more ‘generally, ‘one official said, “the agency 
(CIA) people were. preoccupied with keeping their 
cover and-could not provide ‘equipment or information 
for the (rescue) operation. They.had enough. -to do 
covering their skins. The-military’ decided that they 
needed their-own-outfit ‘to collect BINEHIES ECE on areas : 
where they are askee to fight. sien 

- Little tangible was done‘in 1980, however.- Although 
severa) published ‘reports:maimam™that the unit was 
started in 1980,‘former Director.of-Central Intelligence 
Stansfield Turner Baid Tast ‘week’ cea the agency “did 


not exist, as far‘as 1 knew, during my ‘tenure.” Turner 
headed central intelligence unti] January, 1981. 

- Another former intelligence official from the Jimmy 
Carter Administration said, “This kind of unit had been 
discussed_at the Pentagon. for-2 Jong time, but: no : 


“decision was made on it until the Rea gan Administration-. 
ook over.” 

Richard G. Stilwell, a retired four-star Army ene 
apparently picked up the issue in 198] when he became . 


CONTINUED 


Approved For Release 2005/12/14 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000600430047-7 


Approved For Releaser 20061124146 Gl4sRDP94-20904R0006G0430047-7 


13 May 1983 


Nothing Morally ’ 


woes. o 


“Give Adm: Stansfield W. Turner: credit ‘for 


“hard, practical sense about covert activities, 


-The former ‘Central Intelligence ‘Agency 
- director disapproves of.a new secretsArmy 
agency: ‘that .adds to . the intelligence 


_ conglomeration, and he objects to current . 
Gd involvement in. Nicaragua because itis | 


counterproductive. i. % = 


- Yet ‘the retired - “admiral ' diminishes. oe 


‘Sense sof national . ‘principle -by .saying : “that 


:“‘there as nothing ‘morally avrong-with:trying Es 


to overthrow.a foreign:government Iby covert ~. 
_mneans.”’ That: dea does not’ YSXCUSE | 

<interventionism abroad. orits mistakes: Pam x 
; TAs to the new ‘Army: intelligence agency; 


adm: Turner"told “reporters “that .the _». 


“military, doesn’t fit -wellcinto “the-acovert - 
“activity role. -. ..-ltis not the organization to 
do humaniintelligence.”’ He might also have ; 
‘ noted- more ‘significantly -that for nearly a 
- year -this Army: sunit, called =the Intelligence.” 
Support’ Activity, operated’ .‘without:.:a - 
presidential ‘finding,- -without a.degal — 
“authorization required by: Congress, without © 
legally required -reports~to.‘the Senatesand -- 


“House intelligence . committees, and without a 


‘ formal :knowledge: ‘of the CLA’ veven “the, 
I esa tccoech Intelligence Agency: - : 

- -The CIA itself was - “established “£0 help” 
“consolidate: -intelligence information;-which -. 
seems essential to an efficient “operation. 
‘How, then, can the Army set out with ‘its own 


agency almost unaccountable toanyone?:  * 
Speaking of support of -anti-government ~ 


guerrillas in Nicaragua, “Adm. Turner-noted 
‘that the CIA is backing veterans. of *the 
ousted ‘Somoza dictatorship. “We've =given ° 
the impression ‘that “we're trying 10 “puta 
dictator. back in,”’ he said. That isnot: asthe 
admiral-added, an acceptable alternative to 
the Sandinits. It is far -more ‘Uikely’st nto 
strengthen-than to weakenthem. is». 


hy 


Adm. Turner also ened that the CLA 


. during..sthe Carter .administration had 


considered contingency plans to overthrow 
four "governments: “those of the Ayatollah 
Khomeiri -m Iran, ‘Moammar Khadafy- in: 


Libya, 2Fidel Castro in: -<Cuba, and the 


.Sandinists.’The plans were never reported to: 
‘the “White House because, ‘he ‘said,::he found 


“no-way",;practically to-oust those leaders. : 


~*So ™much*for practicality. ‘Seeing ‘nothing 
else swrong =with ‘such*plans, “Adm. Turner 


_said“$Wesshould judge-whether to ‘overthrow 
- “any, 2government not ‘by abstract “morality, 


but: “‘by-which *povernment.is better, both for 
the Unigad States and the country involved.” ; 
But ga ul orality. bf {such action 'so: 
_abstract?. The U.S..is pledged *by treaties ‘to 
respect :the: ‘Sovereignty: -of other -nations ‘and 


-not ito antervene in Latin America. Who can 
‘respect Ja ‘country -that - “violates “jts 


“international -commitments “and its ‘often 
stated: -ebelief in the stright of self- 


determination? And what: foreign people can 


‘trust a‘country that Gerdes foretet what is 

goodfor them? “go eRe ee. 
“Even.on a ‘practical . ‘basis, vere “Turner 

'smight have -asked .jhow:many-of the United 


> ‘States’ -efforts . at, interventionism actually 
served the interest-of the U:S.;much less the 
-_interest sof anybody -else.“Jran, the Bay of 
“Pigs, Vietnam, Guatemala; El Salvador, now 
Nicaragua -— all speak Sfor..a record of 

‘failure, where even momentary success was 

“turned into defeat-or tragedy inthe end. 


The concept of -covert activities in 
peacetime is, unfortunately,-the concept that 


‘there is,cno morality -in_ international 
“relations: ‘Worse than that,-it ‘is the concept 


that a ‘nation ‘with the power to intervene is 
justified in doing .so on: its:own arbitrary 


-decision.That is not the: en of a society 


‘proud of democratic convictions.” 
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